West Galveston Island Property Owners Association

Board Meeting

April 21, 2012

West Galveston Island Property Owners Association Board Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Peggy Zahler, Vice President.  A quorum was established by the attendance of Directors: Tom Boothe – Condo’s, Bob Dozier– Pointe San Luis, Lee Slataper – Pirates Beach, Barbara Piersol – Spanish Grant Bayside, Bobby Hackett – Isla Del Sol, Lee Petros – Pointe West, Debbie Reinhart – Beachside Village and Jeff Southard - Dunes of West Beach.  Susan Gonzales – CKM Property Management recording secretary was present.

Peggy Zahler recognized Johnson Space Center Federal Credit Union as a Corporate Sponsor.

Peggy Zahler acknowledged elected officials including Mayor Joe Jaworski.  Candidates recognized were Marie Robb for City Council District 6, Beau Rollins for Mayor of Galveston, Norman Pappous for City Council District 4, Dianna Puccetti for City Council District 4, Joe Jaworski for Mayor of Galveston, Greg Roof for Mayor of Galveston, Lewis Rosen for Mayor of Galveston, Craig Eiland for State Representative, Bill Quiroga for City Council District 5, Mike Poe for City Council for District 6, Joe Caldwell for Sheriff, and Mike Varela for District 6

The minutes were reviewed.  Upon motion duly made by Tom Boothe and seconded by Jeff Southard the following resolution was adopted by unanimous vote.  RESOLVED THAT, the Board approved the minutes of March 2012.

The financial reports (prepared by Peggy Rapp of Rapp Management) were reviewed. Upon motion duly made by Tom Boothe and seconded by Lee Slataper, the following resolution was adopted by unanimous vote.  RESOLVED THAT, the Board approved the financial report.

Dianna Puccetti – District 6 Happenings – 1) Stewart Road Project by the County has started and is a 18-20 months project; 2) This Thursday Council will vote on the improvements on road & sewer for 9 mile road.

Peggy Zahler explained the rules of the candidate form.

Mayor Candidates:

Greg Roof – Professor of Economics – Alvin Community College, Regent - Galveston College, Former Member City of Galveston Finance Committee and Charter Review Committee. Priority for West End is working on the infrastructure – believes the West End has been left behind, supports the Open Beaches Act, Charter limited election – Proposition No 7, and is apposed to Proposition No 2 and No 11.

Lewis Rosen – Retired Businessman, Galveston Finance Committee, Galveston Island Redevelopment Authority.  He stated he has a clear understanding of the City's finances. I have also served on numerous other local boards and volunteer committees. I am a strong independent leader with a proven record of building consensus. I have the common sense and skills to bring folks together for what is best for Galveston.  Supports public housing needs, repair streets and sewer for the west end, 38% of tax bases comes from the west end.   Priority is public housing needs, zoning & code enforcement, need to increase the tax base and west end septic.

Joe Jaworski – Attorney & Mediator, Three term Galveston City Council Member, Incumbent May, and Texas Credentialed Mediator.  He reviewed the accomplishments while in office.

Beau Rollins – Residential Construction, has lived on the west end for 13 years.  Every two years leadership changes and still the west end is forgotten.  Goals to provide sewer services and improve the infrastructure, bridge the gap between the City Council members.

District 6 – City Council

Mike Varela – Different districts need to prioritize their needs and then as a whole address the needs of the city.  The basic needs of Galveston need to be addressed first.

Marie Robb – Preserving our coastal line, is prepared, accessible and available.  Thirty-five years of experience, 23 yrs in the corporate word, 14 as a small business owner.  Priorities are getting sewer for the west end, does not support mixed housing, and need to be proactive and protect the beach and wetland. 

Question No. 1:  What do you believe the priorities are for the West End?

Lewis Rosen – Vote, as mayor he will support the City Council

Joe Jaworski – He attended a retreat the priorities they came up with were 1) clean up the island, 2) streamline permitting process and 3) sustainable government.  Galveston suffers because of lack of sewer on the west end, put sand on the beach and we need sub-committee’s.

Beau Rollins – No change has occurred in eight (8) years.  How have we progressed – we have not – there is no follow through.

Greg Roof – Streamline permit process, install sewer & drainage, and need to figure out how to pay for the sewer & drainage.  Job of the mayor is to be a diplomat and look at ways to obtain the money needed. Three ways to obtain funding are Revenue Bonds from water bills, General Obligation Bonds – require a vote of people and Impact Fees.

Marie Robb – Priorities are preserving the beach and wetlands and the infrastructure.  Bonds were passed.  The Bonds had language in it for the west end – we have not seen the money.  District 6 is used for the cash flow for the City.

Mike Varela – West end issues are the erosion of the beaches and wetlands, need to elevate FM3005, sewer is long over due and look for funds with the least impact on property owners.

Question No. 2: Please explain your philosophy of development on the West End and what steps to encourage or discourage development.

Jaworski – With 38% of income coming from the west end, he would look to do improvements to encourage development on the west end.

Beau Rawlins - Wants development once we deserve it.  Six (6) years ago there was a Capital Improvement Bond – was not fulfilled.  Need to improve what we need and then promote new development.  When we can handle development he is for it.

Greg Roof – Support single family homes, important to protect the environment and we need a balance.  Has a concern on hi-rise and building too close to the beach.  Priority as Mayor – can you have development that is sustainable and keeps the west end?

Lewis Rosen - eliminate special permit.  Need a better comprehensive plan, Need a city staff that works with us.

Mike Valera - Pro-development, need to prioritize the basic services first.  It is a health and environmental issue.

Marie Robb – Fixing and development the west end of infrastructure are top priority.  Moving forward with development without fixing the infrastructure does not make sense.  Protecting our natural resources is priority.  Our erosion is not natural; the ship channel causes it.

Question No. 3 – Many of us believes there is anti-west end sentiment.  What do you believe?

Beau Rawlins – Yes, I believe there is because it is a fact.  We need to bridge the gap.
Greg Roof – No, I do not agree.  Those on the east end have interests that are different then the west end.  Most on City Council live behind the Seawall.  The different representatives on the City Council need to understand each is a part of the whole island.

Lewis Rosen – The West end is not being serviced by our City.  He will work with City Council to address West End needs.
Joe Jaworski – Yes, there is a bias between District 3 and 6.  Some of the changes to help this were the removal of the City Manager, having an in-house coffee to discuss issues and bringing in the people who understand those issues.

Marie Robb – A house divided cannot stand.  Galveston is one island.  The west end is 38% of the revenue base for the island.  The first two rows of homes in District 6 represent 13.2% of the tax base.

Mike Varela – Yes, there are different opinions on the City Council.  We need to work together to create a balance on the island.

Questions from the audience:

How will you make sure that the new ERP protects the 800 homes on the beach?

Mike Varela – Believe in Open Beaches Act – need to look at whole picture and believes in property rights.

Marie Robb – Believes in the Constitution with property rights, need an Ad Hoc Committee to continue the dune down the island with a big beach to protect our beaches.

Greg Roof – Severance Case ruling was correctly decided.  Old concept of rights of ownership.  Need to get Federal Funding aggressively.

Lewis Rosen – Need to correct the sewer and roads issue, need to address zoning.

Joe Jaworski – Severance opinion – believes there will always be public beach; we just need to get sand.  Need to tax vessels that go into ship channel.

Beau Rollins – In 1907 Galveston completed a major project, pumping 161 millions cy of sand and raised the island.  We need to plan; we have ability to tell Houston we are the doors to your success.  We need the Ike Dyke and our island seawall to protect the island for generations to come.

If elected or re-elected would you support a motion to require a minimum of the 75% of each Districts revenue to go back to the District it was received from?

Marie Robb – Yes, will work everything in her power to get the west end represented.

Mike Varela – Yes, can’t say what the % should be but will work to bring money back to west end.

Lewis Rosen – No, if a storm came and damaged the west end, value would be down, the City does not have enough reserves.

Joe Jaworski – No, but there are other ways to get that done.  There are many shared services such as fire and police.  Need to find ways to obtain funding.

Beau Rollins – No, we need to find the funding for the issues.  Sometimes certain districts will need more than others.

Greg Roof – the west end needs to catch up – need to redirect the funds.  With six Districts in City Council – we need diplomacy to put forth the needs.

ARE YOU IN FAVOR OF AT LARGE CITY COUNCIL AND HOW WOULD YOU WORK WITHIN WHAT WE HAVE?

Joe Jaworski – the Dept. of Justice said we couldn’t change.  We need the west end property owners to register to vote.

Beau Rollins – Yes, we need the Dept of Justice to agree

Greg Roof – Yes, we have a single member district and we need to work together.  Any two members can veto a vote.

Lewis Rosen – Yes, need a cohesive council working through the City Manager – become user friendly – need to run the City as a business and have people accountable.

Mike Varela – need to be accountable and do the best for the City of Galveston – include the whole island…Property owners need to vote.

Marie Robb – Yes, need to lobby Washington if we submit requests again – One issue through out island is infrastructure.  We need to make sure the City staff has a plan.  Need to have a plan in place we can work with and together.

ARE YOU AWARE OF THE DISPARITY FOR THE WEST END IS GETTING WORSE?  Home values went up 38% - GCAD said values on the beachfront have gone up and services don’t correlate to taxes.

Mike Varela – yes, will work to bring up services

Marie Robb – yes, well aware her taxes went up 25% and will fight the issue.

Greg Roof – yes, there is a 10% increase on homesteads – vote against proposition No. 11.  The debt of the City was pulled out, no charter limitations…Is misleading.

Lewis Rosen  - Recommends you protest your taxes

Joe Jaworski – City of Galveston needs to see the west end as more than a piggy bank.

Beau Rollins – Yes, selling last 18 months – home fell $500,000.  There is a disparity.

WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR GALVESTON IN 20 YEARS?

Lewis Rosen – like to see a dyke to protect Galveston, take advantage of the Port; get City Council to work together.
Marie Robb – better, bigger and stronger place to live, work and visit – have a positive feeling, a thriving Island.

Mike Varela – Hope to have basic services, job development, middle class homes, tourism

Joe Jaworski – hope to have Building parking garages, increased population, improved UTMB, retirement community with UTMB service, double the size of Texas A & M, and wharf services.

Beau Rollins  - plan to make a difference so that his children will return and enjoy the island, exemplary school, expand on expansion of canal, and expand services for people in crises.

Greg Roof – Accreting beaches, better school systems, property taxes stay low – vote no to proposition No. 11, against public housing, poverty is a US problem not a Galveston problem.

FINAL WORDS

Joe Jaworski – last two years stand for him

Beau Rollins –. The decisions you make need to be the decisions from the property owners.

Greg Roof - the west end is behind the curve, vote no to Proposition No. 2 & No. 11.  Vote against public housing
Lewis Rosen – running for Mayor for the people, Public housing is grossly flawed.

Mike Varela  - no further comments

Marie Robb – frustration caused her to run for City Council.  She chose to live here for quality of life.  She complimented the new Park Board Head and the new City Manager – stating both are progressive leaders.

Meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.

Susan Gonzales

Recording Secretary

