West Galveston Island Property Owners Association

Board of Directors Meeting

December 17, 2011

West Galveston Island Property Owners Association Board of Directors Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Jerry Mohn, President.  A quorum was established by the attendance of Directors, Lee Petros - Pointe West, Peggy Zahler - Spanish Grant Beach, Tom Booth – Condos, Al Galli – Jamaica Beach, Ken Diestler – Spanish Grant Bay, Greg Mack – Pointe San Luis, Clay Lewis – Sportsman Road, Lee Slataper – Pirates POA, and Susan Gonzales Recording Secretary and representing Isla del Sol.

Visiting officials included State Representative Craig Eiland, Judge Wayne Mallia, Planning Commissioner Nate Wilson, Jamaica Police Chief McClain, Police Lt, Joel Cardwell, and former City Council Member Karen Mahoney.

Jerry Mohn introduced candidates: 

District 6, City Council - Marie Robb, Mike Varela 

Mayor of Galveston - Louis Rosen
Congress - Felicia Harris

State Representative – Rachael Delgado, Craig Eiland 

Judge – Wayne Mallia

Galveston County Sheriff - JL Campbell, Joel Caldwell

Representatives from corporate sponsors GARM, Johnson Space Center Credit Union, and new sponsors Operations Integrity Consulting and Toshiba USP were present.

Jerry Mohn acknowledged the corporate sponsors for the past year and included:

Apollo Environmental Strategies

Barney Rapp Realtors

Bay Reef Century 21 Realty

Center Point Energy

Galveston Association of Rental Managers

Galveston Insurance Associates

Hometown Bank of Galveston

JSC Federal Credit Union

Moody National Bank

Prudential Gary Greene

Sand ‘N Sea Realty

Silver Leaf Resorts

Texas First Bank

Wolverton Realty Associates

The minutes were reviewed.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following resolution was adopted by unanimous vote.  RESOLVED THAT, the Board approved the minutes of November 2011.

The financial reports were reviewed and accepted by the Board.

GARM Report – Joel Caldwell – during the summer there were only 3 evictions.  This is an organization whose members are rental agencies and policing is provided 24/7.

Artist Boat and dune planting – Kari Howard spoke concerning dune planting.   Upper Texas Coast Dune Restoration Outreach Program – Habitat Restoration Adventure.  Stewardship based learning for students and the community aims to promote environmental stewardship through planting activities, increase environmental knowledge through education, improve dune habitat which attracts natural beauty and wildlife and provide dune barrier protection which decreases erosion and flooding from storms and high tides.  Projects will be on Galveston Island from 8 Mile Road to the San Luis Pass and will begin now through March 15th, 2012 from 10am to 2pm.  Call or fax or email Kari Howard to book your property now.  Office 409-770-0722, fax 409-770-0712 or email: khoward@artistboat.org.

Kari Howard emphasized the importance of vegetating the dunes.  It is a great education project for the children who participate.   The cost is half the cost to vegetate the dunes.  The children will be brought out on busses to plant.

West Galveston Lions Club – Steven Reddy stated on January 18, 2012 there will be a State of Galveston report from Mayor Jaworski.

Newsletter – Peggy Zahler stated we are one (1) year into publication.  Please check us out on www.galvestonwestender,co.  Next publication will be in January.  Articles are due January 15th.

Craig Eiland – State Representative Craig Eiland gave a recap of the 82nd legislative session.  Texas has a $15-$27 billion shortfall.  The required redistricting will affect the State Representative, Senator and Congressional District.  The Texas House swung from 76 republicans & 74 Democrats to 101 Republican to 49 Democrats.  

The major issues:

*Hunting feral hogs & coyotes from helicopters

*Catching catfish by hand called “noodling”

*SB 14 – Voter ID Bill

*HB 15 – Sonogram Bill – has been stopped

*SB 18 – Eminent Domain Bill

*HB 274 – Tort Reform

Economic Stabilization Fund - The rainy day fund – the States savings account – Legislation is limited on when the State can use its savings.

$9.4 Billion – estimated balance at the end of 2013

($3.2 billion) – funds used by HB 275

($6.2 billion) – remaining balance

Approximately 7.7% of our total general revenue for the biennium.  Medicaid funding reduction left a shortfall.

Every school district lost revenue and had to reduce staffing drastically.  Clear Lake’s revenue was reduced by $14.5 million and there are less than 171 full time positions.  UTMB was cut 15%.

HB 3 – TWIA (Texas Windstorm Insurance Association)
Now subjects TWIA to open records and meetings act, public notice of meetings, broadcast Board meetings and archive for two years online.  Requires Board to allow commissioners or representatives into closed sessions.  Creates expert panel to recommend to the Commissioner of Insurance how TWIA should settle claims where the cause is disputed (wind vs water) and where the evidence is limited (slab claims).  Calls for a study of s single-adjustor program, a study for the feasibility of TWIA writing directly and a study of other residual markets and TWIA’s current structure. 

The consumer is unprotected.  Limited liability for deceptive & fraudulent practices by TWIA.  High pressure to elect for finding arbitration to receive a discount, reducing premium income by 10%.  Cumbersome appraisal process with unrealistic timeframes.  Out of County Judges to hear local cases.  No avenue for a trial by your peers.

Issues for the 83rd Legislative Session will be the budget, lack of water, franchise taxes, and gambling.

Good news for the upcoming legislative session is there will be $2.45 billion more revenue, $700 million to the Rainy Day Fund, and $1.73 billion to general revenue.  

Other:

Elevation of FM3005 – Within 72 hours, over 700 residents signed a petition to request the elevation. A meeting of the County and City will see what CDBG funds could be available, if any.
Erosion Response Plan is due 12/31/2012.

Texas Supreme Court – General Land Office asked for a reversal.

Adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Susan Gonzales, Recording Secretary

