West Galveston Island Property Owners Association

Board of Directors Meeting

West Galveston Island Property Owners Association Board of Directors Meeting was held at the Galveston Country Club on October 15, 2011 and called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Jerry Mohn, President.  A quorum was established with the attendance of Lee Petros - Pointe West, Linda Walt - Terramar Beach, Boyd Carr - Isla del Sol, Susan Gonzales - Pointe San Luis and Pirates Beach, Peggy Zahler - Spanish Grant Beach, and Clay Lewis - Sportsman Road.

Visiting officials included City Council Member Dianna Puccetti; State Representatives Larry Taylor and Randy Weber.

Candidates attending included Randy Weber and Michael Truncale, both running for Congressman Ron Paul’s seat; Joel Caldwell running for Sheriff; and, Larry Taylor running for State Senator.

Corporate sponsors were recognized: G.A.R.M. and Johnson Space Center Credit Union.

The minutes were reviewed for September 2011.  Motion by Clay Lewis and seconded by Peggy Zahler, the minutes of September 2011 were approved by unanimous vote.

The Treasurers report and collection report were reviewed.  Motion by Peggy Zahler and seconded by Clay Lewis, the financial reports approved as presented by unanimous vote.

GARM: Joel Caldwell stated they did have five (5) evictions.  Rental homes who are a member of GARM can call to help with enforcement of noncompliance issues.

Artist Boat:  Kari Howard, Habitat coordinator, stated they were awarded a grant to improve 14 acres of dune, to restore 14 acres and serve high school through elementary students.  It is time to start planting.  Looking to do stabilizing the dunes through planting and to help the Kemps Ridley turtle nesting grounds.  It is an endangered species.  

Artist Boat can landscape, wildscape planting, they supply the labor.  Help is needed for money for bus transportation for the children and cost of plants.  For the dune you would need to obtain a dune restoration permit, and pay for the plants.  For more information contact:  www.artistboat.org or info@artisboat.org, attention Kari Howard.

WGIPOA Newsletter:  Peggy Zahler advised they are ready to publish the 3rd newsletter www.galvestonwestender.com .  Johnson Space Center Credit Union has a partnership with the schools.  They contacted the schools and now have help in publishing the newsletter.

District 6 Happenings:  City Council Member Dianna Puccetti advised redistricting to take place for the 2012 City elections.  On October 27 – re-districting vote will be taken.  Once changed, she will no longer be in District 6, but will be in District 4.  She will continue to support District 6.  She will also run for District 4 City Council seat.
Oct 27 – the comprehensive plan will also come up for a vote.  The plan has improved which incorporates the west end as if we are one city.  View on City website which includes the maps.  Erosion Response plan – a plan must be adopted prior to going to the State in December.  Biggest issues are the setbacks – trying to preserve property rights and values.  Council will vote on it at the 2nd meeting in December.  Bridge on Sportsman Road should be started soon.  Influx is still back with the Texas Supreme Court.  Stewart & 8 Mile Road is a Church being reconstructed.  Applied for specific use permit for trailers to stay in their parking lot while they are doing work on the Island.  Temporary Lift Stations will be replaced with permanent one.

UTMB:  Dr. Ben Raimer is Senior Vice President, Health Policy & Legislative Affairs, at the University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, Texas, and he and others have been such a factor with the 81st and 82nd Texas Legislature in appropriating funds for the rebuilding of the UTMB campus from the destruction incurred by Hurricane Ike.  

UTMB at a glance has a $1.7 billion annual budget, 12,000 employees statewide, 84-acre campus plus standalone clinics on the mainland, and 735,000 outpatients’ visits plus 29,000 inpatient admissions in 2011.  

The past year has been full of tremendous accomplishments for UTMB to include; a positive financial margin 2 years in a row, in March UTMB reached their goal of regaining Level I trauma Center status, being a member of the Texas Medical Center collaborating with other great medical institutions in the greater Houston area, impacting statewide economic by a $4 billion on total spending, $2 billion on goods and services and created 26,000 jobs.

In just Galveston County along, UTMB spurred $2 billion in total spending, $1 billion in goods and services, and 15,000 jobs.  There are 2,200 UTMB alumni and 6,300 employees living in Galveston County.  Another local impact is in the $1.8 billion campus revitalization, which includes 200 construction projects.  These projects include a Primary Care Pavilion and UHC garage.

UTMB is extending services off-island to Bay Area and League City.

For 120 years, UTMB has been educating health care professionals.  More graduates have passed through their doors than from any other academic health center in Texas.  They have graduated more than 34,000 students; have four schools, three institutions, 26 degree programs (graduate, doctoral, medical), 3000 students, 562 medical residents, and 25,000 alumni.

The hospital has 310 patient rooms, including 54 ICU beds; 20 state-of-the-art OR suites, site preparation begins this fall, with opening scheduled for 2016 at a cost of $438 million, state-of-the-art training ground for future healthcare professionals.  This is important because: we are having a shortage of healthcare professionals in the future – national predictions are we’ll be short 90,000 physicians in 10 years, Texas ranks 42nd in the nation in our ration of physicians to population, and 44th in the ratio of registered nurses to population.  UTMB is graduating more than 800 health care professionals a year, and educating a record-breaking enrollment this year of almost 3,000, and 11% increase.  This is important because Texas is among the fastest-growing population in U.S. and already facing significant shortage and mal-distribution of doctors, nurses and other health care providers.  The Texas population is expected to double over the next three decades, much of that growth taking place among Texans 60 and older.  According to Texas Department of Aging, that segment of population expected to increase from 2.7 million today to 8.1 million in 2040. 

The new Jennie Sealy will complement the research efforts, which recently have attracted national and local spotlight: 

UTMB research on the universal Flu vaccine has received much attention in our region and is just one example of myriad ways in which UTMB scientists are making strides in improving health worldwide.  Also you have seen UTMB cutting-edge researchers interviewed in area media on the “fact and fiction” of the movie “Contagion” and pandemics.

Where do the funds to support UTMB come from?

*The Sealy & Smith Foundation pledged $170 million

*State legislators approved debt service on $150 tuition revenue bonds for the hospital.
*$18 million university resources

UTMB needs to raise another $100 million in philanthropy from our friends, alumni and university family to complete the hospital.

UTMB has the only Bio 4 level facility in the U.S.  

The costs for UTMB to handle convicts have gone out of site.  They handle120,000 inmates each year and incur losses of $120,000 per day.  California pays medical schools $44 per day for inmates whereas Texas pays only $8.52 per day.  The losses continue to mount and UTMB has asked the State to cease being part of the program.

Other Items discussed:

Seawall enhancements – bond passed in May, city to charge user fees was passed.  Looking at new lights on the Seawall.
ERP (Erosion Response Plans) - must be completed by end of year.  Concerned about 1st and 2nd row homes as to whether they can do repairs if there is a storm. 

Texas Supreme Court – Severance case – property rights issues are being reviewed again after the Fifth Circuit Court in New Orleans rejected the Texas Supreme Court to drop the case because of mootness.  

Marquette –GLO purchased property, nothing to be developed on the Marina side. Marquette will be helping them develop projects between Stewart and FM 3005 and on the beach side, which could include a golf course and hotel.

Adjourned at 10:22 a.m.

Susan Gonzales

Recording Secretary
